
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COPYRIGHT IN 6 POINTS 
 

 

 

1) Photographs, drawings, watercolours, lithographs, engravings and 

postcards are treated as intellectual works. As such, their use is governed 

by the Intellectual Property Code (more commonly known as Copyright*).  
 

2) There are two sections applying to copyright: that of the rights attached 

to the person of the author (moral rights) and that of the rights relating to 

the collection of financial advantages (property rights). 
 

3) The perpetual, inalienable and imprescriptible moral right makes it 

obligatory to mention the name of the author, even after his death, when 

using a work or a copy of this work. 
 

4) The property right authorises any author to be remunerated for every use 

of his work throughout his life. On his death, this right passes to his heirs or 

assignees for 70 years, a period after which the work falls into the public 

domain. 
E.g. In 2011 the works of photographers who died after 1941 are therefore not in the 

public domain. 

 

5) Although the Archives Nationales d'Outre-Mer keeps images it does not 

hold the copyright relating to them. It is, therefore, up to any requester to 

perform the necessary research and to seek approval from the copyright 

holder(s) before using the images in our collections. 
 

6) An image, for which the author or his date of death is not known, cannot 

be reproduced for any other purpose than strictly private, non-commercial 

use. It is not possible to reproduce it for exhibiting, publishing, 

representation, creation of derived products, etc. 
 

* Intellectual Property Code, consolidated version of 3 March 2012: 

 

http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCode.do?cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006069414  
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